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leading citizens, Messrs. Mouledous and Prinet, he had been
guilty of preparing a petition demanding local autonomy
for New Caledonia with a popular, freely-elected assembly,
armed with full executive powers. On June 29th, he was
.arrested and charged with 'disturbing public morale.'
France's national day approached-—the 14th July—and
for reasons unexplained to the public, the governor forbade
.any public demonstrations. This to the resentful public
seemed very much like turning the glorious Quatorze Juillet
into a day of mourning as 4le Marechal' had done in
Trance. A group of people, supported by most of the Anciens
Combattants (Returned Soldiers' League) organized a
•demonstration. After a brief ceremony at the War Memorial,
they marched to the Governor's residence, a Welsh miner
bearing aloft the Tricolour and a Frenchman the Union Jack.
Singing the Marseillaise they assembled in front of the
^official residence, only to find that the Governor had gone
for a pleasure jaunt to his establishment at Anse Vata,
Noumea's fashionable bathing beach. This occasioned much
.annoyance to all those who had taken part in the demonstra-
tion, and there was a good deal of outspoken comment about
his half-and-half enthusiasm and lack of practical support
for those who were resisting the pro-Vichy elements in the
colony.
On July 22nd Pelicier made another speech at the Conseil
General, reaffirming his earlier June 24th statement. At his
meeting a proposal was made by New Caledonia's stormy
petrel of politics—left wing member, Paladini—immediately
to place New Caledonia under joint Australian-American
protection. This suggestion, while gaining some support
among the Conseil members, was not considered practical
politics by the Governor. The |ates were working against
Pelicier, however. No sooner had he completed his speech
reaffirming New Caledonia's decision to continue fighting at
Britain's side, than he was handed the following urgent
telegram. The address was 'Vichy, the signature Petain,
4 From information which reaches me from certain colonies,
it seems that some governors, by inadmissible defections from

